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50" ANNIVERSARY

This month marks the Society’s 50" Anniversary. Our first meeting was held
on Thursday 29 January 1976 at Basingstoke Sports Centre, starting at 7.45
pm.

Our first speaker was Hampshire's then Secretary, Desmond Eagar, who
spoke on “Collecting Cricket”. The inaugural Newsletter included brief
biographies of our first five speakers. Desmond Eagar was followed by
Hampshire’s captain at that time, Richard Gilliat, John Woodcock, The
Times Cricket Correspondent, Patrick Eagar, son of Desmond, who was the
game’s leading photographer, and finally, Tony Pawson, a fine cricketer for
Kent, and who played for Charlton Athletic and amateur football for England,
won an FA Amateur Cup Final medal (with Pegasus) before becoming a
journalist with The Observer.

There was also an article on the history of Cricket Societies. The first was The
Cricket Society, founded in 1946, and who therefore celebrate their 80"
anniversary this year. . Others mentioned were the Northern Cricket Society
(1948) and Sussex Cricket Society (1965).

Our initial Patrons were John Arlott, Desmond Eagar and John Woodcock.

John Arlott first addressed the Society in October 1977, when he attracted a
then record audience of 135.

OBITUARY
NICK TWINE

Shortly before Christmas, The Society was informed that Nick Twine had died.
Nick was the last surviving member to attend our inaugural meeting. A solicitor
by profession, he served on the Committee from 1976 until Covid. His wise
counsel was always invaluable. He was a very fine hockey player who played
on veterans’ overseas tours with England when he was in his 70’s. He was
also an authority on PG Wodehouse.



MEETINGS

Wednesday 14 January 2026 — Meeting

The Society extends a very warm welcome to Phil Neale for this afternoon’s
meeting. He has spent his cricket career in various leadership roles, ranging
from captaincy of Worcestershire, Director of Cricket at Northamptonshire,
management of England A tours, and a 20-year stint as Operations Manager
for the England Cricket team. He is now President of Worcestershire.

This is his second visit to the Society. His first was nearly 32 years ago, on 23
March 1994, when he provided a very thought provoking evening, giving
unique insights on the cricket dressing room and a treatise on leadership.

PHILIP ANTHONY NEALE was born in Scunthorpe on 5 June 1954. He was
educated at Frederick Gough Comprehensive School, Bottesford, and John
Leggott Sixth Form College, Scunthorpe, before going on to Leeds University,
where he obtained a BA honours degree in Russian.

He was the last man to dovetail a cricket and football career simultaneously.
He made 335 appearances for Lincoln City between 1974-1985. He was
recommended by Graham Taylor’s father, who was a sports journalist. The
former England manager happened to be Lincoln’s manager at the time. Our
guest learned a great deal from Taylor, who was very skilled at man
management. On his previous visit he remarked that a soccer dressing room
was a far tougher environment than a cricket one, another experience which
stood him in good stead when he later became captain of Worcestershire. In
the History of Worcestershire County Cricket Club, author David Lemmon
described him as “an intelligent cricketer, willing to listen to advice, and a man
who combined the qualities of tact and firmness, strength and consideration”.

After five matches for Lincolnshire in the Minor Counties Championship
between 1972 and 1974, he made his first-class debut against Oxford
University at Worcester in 1975. It was a prelude to a distinguished career in
county cricket. When he retired from playing in 1992, he had appeared in 354
matches, scored 17,445 runs (avge 36.49), including 28 centuries with his
neat, compact and unobtrusive batting, and held 134 catches. He passed one
thousand runs in a season on eight occasions. His best year was in 1984
when he totalled 1708 runs (avge 47.38). The highest of his 28 centuries was
167 against Sussex at Kidderminster in 1988. He also compiled over 7,000
runs in limited-overs cricket.



When he joined Worcestershire he learned much from talking to senior
players. His mentor was Norman Gifford. Within six years of joining, he
graduated from being the youngest player on the staff to the oldest.

His appointment to the captaincy in 1982 marked the beginning of a
transitional stage. The team was inexperienced and needed rebuilding. It was
the signing of lan Botham, with his huge dressing room influence; the pair
played together whilst on the staff at Scunthorpe United, together with Graham
Dilley that provided the impetus to the most successful period in
Worcestershire’s history at the end of the 1980’s. They won the Sunday
League in 1987. In the following season, the County nearly brought off what
would then have been a unique treble. Their multi-talented team won the
County Championship, retained their Sunday League title but lost the Nat
West Trophy Final to Middlesex. He thoroughly deserved his accolade as one
of Wisden’s Five Cricketers for his captaincy that year. They again won the
County Championship in 1989 and then, in 1991, after so many appearances
as the bridesmaid, Worcestershire won their first Lord’s Final when they beat
Lancashire in the Benson and Hedges Cup. It was particularly fitting that our
speaker should take the catch that sealed a famous victory. He relinquished
the captaincy in 1991.

He was awarded the OBE for his services to cricket in the New Year's
Honours List in 2006.

Wednesday 10 December 2025 — Report

On arrival for the Annual Christmas Lunch, members shared their memories of
Robin Smith, who had died a few days beforehand. After another excellent
Lunch, members then stood for a minute’s silence in memory of The Judge.
The silence was even more palpable than usual on such occasions. Graham
Gooch, Robin’s former England captain, then took the floor with his own
reminiscences. They echoed those in the newspapers. He indicated that
whatever went on off the field, he (Robin) never gave less than his best on it.
He was always loyal and a supportive, conscientious team man.

He then revealed a wicked sense of knock about humour with well known
stories of Phil Tufnell and Mike Gatting bearing the brunt of them. He said that
Malcolm Marshall was the best bowler he faced, and Barry and Viv Richards
the best batsmen in their contrasting styles. Patrick Patterson was the fastest
bowler. He then told a wonderful story about his Essex team mate, Brian
Hardie. He scored a big hundred against Marshall on their first meeting.
Macko never forgot; as Hardie batted at four or five, the former couldn’t wait to
get at him in the future, which meant that the Essex top-order were given a
torrid time in his haste to bring Hardie to the wicket.
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He said the Australians predicted they would make a mess of the England
batting this winter. They reckoned that Bazball would not succeed as the
approach was just too risky. He possessed a high regard for Brooke; he felt he
had the ability to continue to make high scores if he was more patient.

There was much more as he answered a flurry of questions in the Q and A
session. It was a nostalgic afternoon, and the Society were pleased that our
Patrons Keven James and James Tomlinson were able to attend.

Members gave the Romsey Golf Club staff an appreciative round of applause
at the end of the afternoon, similarly members showed their appreciation for
John Hooper's organisation of the Annual Lunch over many years, before
handing over the reins to Neil Robjohns for the future.

HAMPSHIRE’S NEW HEAD COACH

Following the departure of Adrian Birrell, Hampshire have appointed the South
African RUSSELL CRAIG DOMINGO as their Head Coach, on a two-year
deal across all formats. Aged 51, and born in Port Elizabeth, Eastern
Province, he never played first-class cricket but is an experienced coach at the
highest level, having held the post of Head Coach for South Africa for five
years from 2012 and Bangladesh (2019-2022). He also coached Lahore
Qalanders in the Pakistan Super League (PSL) in 2025. Whilst with
Bangladesh, he coached them to a famous 4-1 T20 international series win
against Australia. He also coached the Qalanders to the PSL title last Spring.

HAMPSHIRE’S NEW SIGNINGS

Hampshire have also made three new signings for next season. Two are
Australians: Michael Neser, who made three Test appearances in the recent
Ashes series, in which he took 15 wickets (avge. 19.93), including five for 42
at Brisbane, with his accurate right-arm fast-medium bowling.

He previously played one first-class match for Hampshire in 2024, when the
County memorably defeated Champions-elect Surrey by an innings and 278
runs at the Utilita Bowl. His figures on that occasion were 8.1-1-39-2 and 7-3-
16-0. Hampshire had thus avenged their innings defeat at The Oval just over a
month earlier.

He previously played most successfully for Glamorgan in 2022 and 2023, in
an all-round capacity in 20 matches, claiming 80 wickets (avge. 23.00) and



scoring 822 runs (avge. 43.26), including two centuries. He also held 10
catches.

He has signed for the first six Championship matches of the new season.
Interestingly, he was born in Pretoria, South Africa, but all his domestic cricket
has been played for Queensland.

The other Australian to join the County is JAKE SCOTT LEHMAN a left-
handed batter from South Australia. He is the son of Darren Lehman, and
nephew of Craig White, formerly of Yorkshire and England. Thirty three years
old, he has signed on a two-year contract.

Born in Melbourne on 8" July 1992, he has played all his state cricket for
South Australia. He has experienced two brief seasons in county cricket: five
matches for Yorkshire in August and September 2016, and three for
Lancashire in May and June 2019. He scored one century for the former
County against Somerset at Headingley in 2016. In the same year, on his
previous appearance against Hampshire, he scored 58 and 35 not out in a
drawn match at the then named Ageas Bowl.

At the time of writing he has played in 97 matches, scoring 5684 runs (avge.
34.65), which have included 16 centuries. His highest score is 205 against
Tasmania at Hobart, during which he shared a fourth wicket partnership of 376
with Callum Ferguson in November 2015. It was his maiden hundred. He
enjoyed his best season in 2024-25 when made 750 runs (avge. 44.11)
including four centuries. In the current season he averages 42.60 in scoring
426 runs, including two centuries.

His figures suggest he is equally adept in all forms of the game. He has held
56 catches in first-class cricket.

Hampshire have also signed ANDREW NEAL, the tall left-arm spin bowler
who made such an impression in last year's One Day Cup, on a two-year
contract. With Liam Dawson being selected for England’s white ball squads, it
seems he will be given every opportunity to further his development.

ASHES AFTERTHOUGHTS
This winter's Ashes series arguably generated more column inches than ever

before. Part of the volume of comments was obviously generated by over
optimism. Evidence suggested that optimism was wildly misplaced.



But, first of all, the few positives. England won a test in Australia for the first
time in fifteen years, or four series. Joe Root at last scored a century there — at
Brisbane - and then repeated the feat at Sydney. Jacob Bethell’s hundred at
Sydney gave cause for optimism for the future. But there is a proviso.

One remembers Zac Crawley making a coruscating double hundred in his
seventh test, at the Ageas Bowl. It was such a good innings, that many felt it
was a prelude to many more. They were wrong. In Bethell’'s case, opposing
bowlers will now be wiser. The mode of his dismissal on the last morning at
Sydney showed he still has much to learn — caught playing at a short ball wide
of off stump. Mitchell Starc’s face conveyed a knowing look. Josh Tongue
bowled straight and fast. He should have been selected earlier and certainly
looked the part. He also dismissed Steve Smith twice, an achievement that
has proved difficult over the years. Jofra Archer bowled very quickly indeed
and passed the bat on countless occasions. He was unlucky not take more
wickets, but he did need to be nursed. Just how many more tests, at the age
of 30, does he have left in him?

There is far too much on the debit side, especially with the batting, with which
to be comfortable. The case of retaining Crawley now lacks any credibility. It
was Ben Duckett’s first poor series and he did look better as it progressed. But
he does like to feel bat on ball. The general rule of thumb is the higher that
level batters play, the more essential it is to know the ball to leave alone. The
biggest criticism must be reserved for Harry Brook. The various ways in which
he lost his wicket were grossly inexcusable. His talent is evident but on most
occasions he clearly showed no signs of valuing his wicket. He really should
now be dropped and sent away to demonstrate he can curb his excesses. It is
unlikely to happen, and such are his methods it is doubtful that he can change.
His instincts are too ingrained. Likewise Crawley. Jamie Smith and Ollie Pope
batted like men with scrambled minds. We must await developments
regarding Ben Stokes and Brendon McCullum.

Another important factor is to find men who can catch. More next month.
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