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The Society is delighted to welcome Christopher Cowdrey to this afternoon’s meeting. Followers
of the County game will remember him as the most positive and enthusiastic of cricketers,
whether as an entertaining right-handed batsman, a right-arm medium-pace change bowler, a
reliable close to the wicket fielder and the happiest of captains, who in a strong batting side led
by example. In a career of 299 matches in first-class cricket over 16 years (1977-1992), he
scored 12252 runs (avge. 31.90), including 21 centuries and 58 fifties. He held a particular liking
for the Hampshire bowling. He made more runs (1252) and more centuries (three) against them
than any other County. He also twice claimed his best bowling figures at Hampshire’s expense,
on both occasions at Canterbury. It was noticeable that elevation to the Kent captaincy saw a
sea change for the better in his performances. His highest score of 159 against Surrey at
Canterbury was made in his first year as captain, and all five of the above feats against
Hampshire were made whilst he was at the helm.

After a good season in 1984, he was selected for the tour of India in the ensuing winter, when
he made five test appearances. His sixth and final outing in the test arena was an ill-starred one
as captain against the West Indies at Headingley in 1988. That was the infamous summer that
England selected four captains; due to injury Derek Pringle added to the tally when he
captained the side for the whole of the final day of the fifth test match at The Oval. The saga is
sympathetically recorded in Vic Marks’ outstanding book The Cricket Captains of England 1970-
2025, published during the summer. To say it was a tough summer for our speaker is putting it
mildly. Salt was rubbed into the wound when Kent were deprived of the Championship by
Worcestershire by one point.

He was equally unfortunate in playing in three Lord’s domestic one-day finals, without finishing
on the winning side. On the last occasion, in 1985, when he was captain, they were defeated by
Middlesex by just two runs. Nevertheless, he can look back with pride on an accomplished
career. He played in two Championship winning sides in 1977 and 1978, though in the first of
those years, Kent tied with Middlesex. The 1980’s were one of the heydays of county cricket,
with the likes of Middlesex, Essex, Nottinghamshire, and Worcestershire all vying for
dominance, and Somerset, Hampshire and Kent hovering in the wings. Oh, happy memories.
Chris Cowdrey certainly did his bit in adding to the piece.

CHRISTOPHER STUART COWDREY was born in Farnborough, Kent on 20 October 1957. His
talk this afternoon is on THE COWDREY DYNASTY. Given his vibrant personality, it is certain
to be an enjoyable occasion.

WEDNESDAY 1 OCTOBER 2025 - REPORT

Members enjoyed a thoroughly enjoyable and interesting afternoon in the company of Roland
Butcher. He was quietly spoken; his modesty and humility were the antithesis of his aggressive
strokeplay. His earliest cricket was listening to the radio, especially when the West Indies were



playing Australia, reading magazines, spending time with his cousin Basil Butcher, and playing
at his primary school.

He found things very difficult when he arrived in Stevenage. First, there was the weather; his
school also played rugby. His cricket was for his local club at weekends. Nevertheless, he was
in the 1% XI at the age of 15. He spent two years at Gloucestershire before joining the Lord’s
ground staff where among his contemporaries were lan Botham and lan Gould; he later played
with the latter with Middlesex. An example of his wry humour concerned his first match for
Middlesex. It was one which held few fond memories: a 2™ Xl fixture on a turning pitch at
Middlesbrough, in which he failed to score.

As might be expected, he dwelt on his county career. When he joined Middlesex, they were a
side in transition. They had many fine players, some of whom had represented England: John
Price, Eric Russell, John Murray, Peter Parfitt and Fred Titmus. Yet they never won the County
Championship. Two years later, all except Murray and Parfitt had left. With a team of
youngsters: Mike Gatting, Phil Edmonds, John Emburey and himself, Mike Brearley changed
the culture of the club. Players were supported from within the team and were encouraged to
take responsibility. The rest is history.

An eye problem eventually brought an end to his career. In the meantime, he had played
against the West Indies, who were a great side during the 1980’s.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Roland Butcher’s talk was preceded by the Society’s Annual General Meeting. The business
was conducted in its normal efficient manner.

John Grapes was presented with a token of appreciation for his sterling work and wisdom on his
retirement as the Society’s Treasurer over the last decade or more. Happily, John will still be
attending meetings. Mandy Lewis was formally appointed as John’s replacement.

The Society also expressed their appreciation to Neil Robjohns for volunteering to fill a new post
- Assistant Secretary. He will be working with our current Secretary, John Hooper, during the
winter.

ENGLAND TEST CAPTAINS TO ADDRESS THE SOCIETY

Chris Cowdrey will be the eighth England captain to address the Society. His predecessors
have been George Mann (April 1981), Mike Denness (November 1989), MJK Smith (November
1993 and January 2015), David Gower (September 1997), Graham Gooch (1997), Tom
Graveney (December 2000), and John Emburey (October 2021).

HAMPSHIRE IN 2025

As members arrived for the last meeting, the conversation was almost universal: weren’t
Hampshire fortunate to avoid relegation? And why did they underperform? Within a few days, in
the wake of a vote on the game’s structure, Hampshire’s management issued a statement that,
in their view, the players were tired and needed to play less matches. It seemed that these
sentiments echoed that of the players. The PCA were alleged to hold the same views, and
some Counties were in agreement. There was also talk of strike action, which would have the
support of some of those Counties. Significantly, though, Surrey, who lost more players to test
calls, and had to dig deep into their reserves, voted to retain the existing structure, despite just
missing out on a fourth consecutive Championship. That Surrey thus voted, indicated they were
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more in touch with their membership. For too long now, cricket's management has adopted a
top down approach, with the result that the game was losing its soul and core support. Surrey’s
vote was therefore uplifting. It was later announced that there would be no review of cricket’s
structure until 2019/

Are the views of the players, and their supporters within Counties, on their “overload” valid? The
editor argued in the last Newsletter that such a case could be made in respect of bowlers in the
County game. However, the test team bowl, and bat, in fewer matches each season than they
have ever done before.

If the overload factor is applied to County players, the argument is multi-dimensional. So many
are now able to earn a very good living, sometimes exceeding their County salary, by playing
franchise cricket in the winter. And who can blame them? The shift in power from management
to the players has changed significantly. Serfdom no long applies. The issue is striking a
balance in the amount of cricket they play between winter and summer. It is no wonder players
are tired, not only physically but mentally. The pressure on players scoring runs or taking
wickets so that they are offered future contracts in franchise cricket is immense. Very often, they
are only as good as their last tournament. If players give priority to franchises, there is an
attendant risk to them, but in the meantime, Counties suffer.

Hampshire’s performances with the bat in the summer were definitely affected by James
Vince’s absence. His former colleagues never filled the void with the result that the batting was
dysfunctional virtually all season. Indeed, Nic Gubbins (after an early century against Surrey),
Fletcha Middleton and Tom Prest regressed. Gubbins endured a wretched end to the season.
Only Ben Brown conveyed confidence, scoring two centuries, the same number as Tilak Varma.
Toby Albert always looked the part in his intermittent appearances, but passed fifty (78 not out
at The Oval) only once. Joe Weatherley, who didn’t play in the Championship in 2024, returned
for two matches in mid-season. He opened, scored two half centuries, and formed a promising
partnership with Middleton, but then suffered a recurrence of his wrist injury, which put him out
for the season. He was much missed. When he played, it was the only time in the summer that
the opposing opening bowlers were put under any pressure. Towards the end of the season,
Alistair Orr seemed as if he was beginning to settle in, but never scored fifty. That great man of
Hampshire cricket, Arthur Holt, once said that the problems of settling in at a new County
should never be underestimated. Liam Dawson was reliable but looked jaded when he returned
from England squads to Hampshire for the final match. Felix Organ batted well. He shared a
long stand (126) for the sixth wicket with Varma against Champions-elect Nottinghamshire at
the Utilita Bowl, making an unbeaten 122 not out. His bowling, however, fell away. Both
Hampshire and Surrey players did look tired at the end of the season. But there were mitigating
circumstances. Surrey had relinquished the County Championship to Nottinghamshire in their
previous match; Hampshire had played and lost two limited overs finals on the previous
Saturdays.

The County’s batting bonus point tally of 12, was, with that of Worcestershire, the lowest in the
Championship. Though the turgid Utilita Bowl pitch was partly to blame, Hampshire never
scored their runs quickly enough, an issue that has been problematical for some seasons. By
the end of the season, their batting had imploded.

Of the bowlers, Kyle Abbott won a host of awards both for the County and in the game
generally. He was voted the PCA County Championship Most Valuable Player Award, thus
joining Keith Barker and Liam Dawson who have received the accolade in recent years. He was
also chosen as the Bowler of the Year and received the Hampshire Cricket Players’ Player of
the Year award. It was just reward for his 56 wickets in Championship cricket. He is a genuine
Hampshire “great”. Despite his advancing age, he is still one of only four men to average less
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than 20 in Championship cricket. The other three are Andy Roberts, Derek Shackleton and
Malcolm Marshall. But Abbott’s cricket has been played entirely on covered wickets.

Of the other pace bowlers, Brad Wheal and James Fuller were productive on occasions. Fuller
often batted usefully; it must be hoped that he eventually scores a century. He is certainly good
enough to do so. The County were otherwise hamstrung by Sonny Baker and Ed Jack being
called up for England/Lions, or appearing in The Hundred. John Turner was injured because of
a stress fracture in his back. Keith Barker was absent until September. These injuries/absences
imposed a strain on Hampshire’s bowling resources. Scott Currie was Hampshire’s leading
bowler in the Vitality Blast, and did well in both the field and with the ball in The Hundred. At the
end of the season, he received a call-up for the T20 tournament in Abu Dhabi from December to
January, for which he will receive an eye-watering £185,000. So where does he fit into the
future picture? Hampshire have been left with a difficult position as they plan for next season.

One good piece of news is that the Kookaburra ball will not be used in 2026. Common sense
has prevailed.

KEITH BARKER

Keith Barker has rejoined Warwickshire for 2026. For one reason or another, he was barely
seen in the last two years. Such a pity. He joined the County when Warwickshire regarded him
as too injury prone. He became an indispensable part of the bowling attack, with Kyle Abbott
and Mohammad Abbas. In Hampshire’s history, only Derek Shackleton, “Butch” White and Bob
Cottam have enjoyed comparable status as a collective trio. When James Vince called the trio
together to resolve a problem, the outcome was invariably successful. Barker was also a hard-
hitting left-handed batter, with a penchant for hitting sixes, but he could adapt his game to the
situation. Indeed, in his last visit to the crease for Hampshire in the penultimate match of the
season at Taunton, he kept his wicket intact, presenting a broad bat to the Somerset bowlers,
for the last 10 minutes or so to secure a draw. The points gained were vital in Hampshire
maintaining their place in first division.

OBITUARIES OF FORMER SPEAKERS
DR. ERIC MIDWINTER

One of Cricket’'s great polymaths, Dr Eric Midwinter, died on 8 August 2025, aged 93. He
addressed the Society at The Grange, Netley, in September 1995. A scholastic writer on social
affairs, he was one of the founder members of the University of the Third Age (U3A) in 1981. In
the sporting field, he was devoted to Lancashire CCC and Manchester United. He wrote at least
ten penetrating histories on cricket in its social context, as well as a notable biography on WG
Grace. His final book Christianity at the Crease, scheduled to be published by the Association of
Cricket Statisticians and Historians (of which he was President for eight years) in November, is
one of the most eagerly awaited volumes of the winter for those acquainted with his work.

JOHN JAMESON

The former Warwickshire opening batsman, John Jameson, died on 13 September, aged 82.
He spoke to the Society at a meeting in Basingstoke in April 1993. The following is an extract
from the Newsletter for that meeting:

“‘He will be best remembered for his aggressive and at times, brutal, stroke play as a
Warwickshire opening batsman at the turn of the 1970’s. Of muscular physique, he was a fine
player of quick bowling. He loved to attack from the start of the innings. Indeed, in a Test Match
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at Kingston in 1973/74, he mishooked his first ball, from Keith Boyce, for six! He was alleged not
to be quite so sure against spin, but his highest Test score — 82 against India at The Oval in
1971, included two straight- driven sixes off Bishen Bedi into the pavilion. In county cricket, he
forged a most prolific opening partnership with Dennis Amiss. Typically, his last innings in first-
class cricket was a century before lunch (103) on the first day of the match against Glamorgan
at Edgbaston in 1976........ The highest of his 33 centuries was 240 not out against
Gloucestershire at Edgbaston in 1974. He and Rohan Kanhai slaughtered the bowling for a then
world record of 465 for the second wicket.....He established the incongruous record of being run
out in three of his first four Test innings”.
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