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MEETINGS 

 
Wednesday 19th February 2025 – Meeting 
The Society is delighted to welcome TIM TREMLETT to this afternoon’s meeting. 
This will be his fourth visit to the Society, his previous appearances being in October 
1981, September 1993 (during his benefit year) and November 2003. On the first 
occasion, he was accompanied by his father, Maurice; on the last by his son, Chris. 
They are the only family from three generations to address the Society. 
 
TIMOTHY MAURICE TEMLETT was born into a sporting family at Wellington, 
Somerset on 26 July 1956. Maurice was a handsome strokemaker who played for 
Somerset with great distinction from 1947 to 1960. He was also the first professional 
to captain the County from 1956 to 1959, leading them to third position in the 
Championship in 1958, the highest position they had yet attained. It remained 
Somerset’s best position for over 40 years, until 2001. Indeed, he was a ground-
breaker. Counties in his era were near feudal organisations, dominated by men of 
allegedly amateur status (though many were shamateurs). Maurice was the only 
regular genuine professional captain of any County until the abolition of the amateur 
status in 1963. He also played in three tests for England on the 1946/47 tour of the 
West Indies, after bursting onto the scene in the previous summer. 
 
Chris, first of Hampshire and then Surrey, will always be remembered, of course, as 
the man who took the wicket which clinched the Ashes in that unforgettable series in 
Australia in 2010/11.  
 
Tim was, naturally, coached by his father in his early years. He has lived in 
Hampshire since the age of three, when his father moved to Southampton to work 
for Whitbread after his retirement from the game. He made his second XI debut in 
1973 and developed into perhaps the finest fast-medium bowler of his generation. 
No bowler was more accurate. He simply wore away a length. At the end of an 
innings an inspection of the wicket would reveal a patch where the grass had been 
worn away on the spot where the ball had pitched continually.  
 
For years, Playfair listed in order of average, the leading bowlers playing county 
cricket at the time. Tim Tremlett was invariably the foremost English pace bowler. In 
1986, for example, he was only headed by a phalanx of the great fast bowlers of the 
era – Malcolm Marshall, Garner, Hadlee, Clarke, Le Roux, Imran Khan, Daniel and 
Rice – and Derek Underwood. Such was his accuracy, one can only speculate on 
the devastation he would have caused if he had played on uncovered wickets. If he 
had been a yard faster, he would surely have played Test cricket in the mid-eighties. 
He eventually had to be content with two overseas tours with an English Counties 
team in Zimbabwe in 1984/85 and an England A tour to Sri Lanka in 1985, where 
due to injuries and the soporific pitches, he ended the tour bowling off-spin. 
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Tall and erect, his run up was smooth and rhythmical. His large feet enabled him to 
absorb the pressure of long bowling spells though his face told of the effort he put 
into each delivery. At the end of an over, he was virtually devoid of colour. 
 
He bowled economically in one-day cricket and was leading wicket taker (26) in the 
Hampshire side that carried off the Sunday League title in 1986. However, his 
playing career was curtailed by a double stress fracture of the back just before 
Hampshire embarked on their winning sequence of Lord’s finals in 1988. 
 
He was also a talented, technically sound, correct, batsman whose career figures did 
not reflect his true value. He occupied every position in the batting line-up during his 
career. In the dreadful summer of 1980, when the County won just one match, he 
stoically opened the innings throughout. In that one victory against Worcestershire 
he made 76 and 67 not out, and in the final game of the season, he worthily carried 
his bat for 70 out of 182 against Leicestershire, in Hampshire’s first innings. He had 
only just begun to bowl with any regularity that summer and, when his workload 
increased, he dropped down the order. He was unfortunate in that he was preceded, 
by common consent, the most powerful batting line-up in the County’s history and so 
had limited opportunities to shine.  
 
Nevertheless, he enjoyed his best career figures against his father’s former County. 
He recorded his highest score in first-class cricket when he made 102 not out at 
Taunton in 1985, during which he shared a County record eighth-wicket partnership 
of 227, in even time, with Kevan James. The pair rescued their side from a perilous 
position after they had lost their first seven wickets for 107, in response to a 
Somerset total of 298 (Ian Botham 149). After some glorious strokeplay by Viv 
Richards (186) Hampshire were set 325 in 66 overs. They reached their target with 
three balls and five wickets to spare. Our speaker had also played his part in that 
splendid game with the ball. His match figures were five for 79 (off 29 overs); he 
dismissed Richards for a first innings duck as well as claiming his wicket second time 
round. Two years later, he returned figures of six for 53 at Weston-Super-Mare. 
 
Tim Tremlett played in 207 matches scoring 3864 runs (avge. 21.00), taking 445 
wickets (avge. 23.44) and holding 73 catches. He took a further 252 wickets for the 
County in one-day matches. 
 
Upon his retirement he became County Coach. One of the tasks he set himself was 
to reorganise and expand the entire coaching structure and network in Hampshire. 
He unobtrusively worked long hours in ensuring that raw schoolboy talent was 
identified and nurtured. He established Centres of Excellence and then the 
Hampshire Cricket Academy. He also brought the Hampshire Schools Cricket 
Association and Hampshire Cricket Association closer together prior to the formation 
of the Hampshire Cricket Board. These changes spoke volumes of his diplomatic 
and organisational skills. Within only a few years Hampshire’s representative 
schools’ sides were able to compete with any in the country.  
 
At this afternoon’s meeting, Tim will be talking about his 50 year career with 
Hampshire, and previewing the coming season. Given all the events of the winter on 
the Hampshire scene, there will be lots to talk about! 
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Wednesday 15 January 2025 - Report 
James Taylor provided an absorbing afternoon in response to skilful questioning 
from our Chairman, Garry Lane. He was born into a sporting family, who were mainly 
concerned with horses. His father was a National Hunt jockey who, like him, had to 
give up his career at the age of 26. His sister was a three-day eventer. James 
enjoyed the facilities at Shrewsbury School where he played cricket, rugby, and 
football. He was competitive and wanted to be the best he could be in any sport that 
he turned his hand to. At the one stage, he was part of the Leicester City set-up but it 
was always in cricket that he knew he wanted to make his living. 
 
He felt that his height enabled him to pick up length quicker and hence move into 
position to play his shots faster. It was front foot strokes that posed a challenge on 
how to generate power. Nevertheless, he found a way.  
 
His coaches and mentors were Paul Pridgeon at Shrewsbury, Tim Boon at 
Leicestershire and then Mark Ramprakash and Graham Thorpe with England. The 
best coaches were those who were cognoscente of the physical characteristics of 
those they were assisting. Not everybody was the same.  
 
He continually wanted to challenge himself, hence the move to Nottinghamshire: a 
first division club (generally!), great stadium, and better placed to gain selection for 
England. Everything was on a larger scale in all respects. First division bowlers were 
more competitive, and bowling attacks possessed greater strength in depth. 
 
The transition from county cricket to international cricket meant that he had to work 
at his game harder, be more streetwise and to understand his game better. He learnt 
more about people and life. The England side contained some big characters, but 
when he captained the Lions he was conscious he had to bring all different 
personalities on board, who required various approaches.  
 
The events at Fenner’s which brought his career, and very nearly his life, to an end, 
held his audience spellbound. It started at early morning practice at 10.30 when his 
heart visibly seemed to be trying to jump out of his shirt. Breathing difficulties 
developed rapidly; a slow blood sugar count was assumed. But he was deteriorating 
fast and he was put into the back of a car and driven back to Nottingham, two and a 
half hours away. When he arrived home, he was told to get to hospital immediately 
as a matter of extreme urgency. He reached there at 5.30. It later transpired that his 
heart would have been beating at a hugely dangerous 265 beats per minute, for 
about seven hours. It was revealed that he has a genetic heart condition, 
arrhythmogenic ventricular cardiomyopathy (ARVC) and he received the devastating 
news from literally that moment, he would never play sport again. He was the fittest 
man in the England squad at the time. He was later permanently fitted with an 
Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillator (ICD), itself not an operation to be undertaken 
lightly, which monitors the heart’s rhythm and sends electrical impulses to regulate 
any abnormality. 
 
He ended with some perceptive and probably what are considered to be 
controversial comments on the modern game in England. He was uncomfortable that 
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young batsmen and bowlers with little experience could be fast-tracked into the test 
team.  
 
During his address, he mentioned that he played for England Under-19s with Ben 
Brown, who has been selected as Hampshire’s new captain, in Championship 
cricket, and Liam Dawson.  
 
He concluded by commenting that he now has a good work/lifestyle balance in his 
life. It was little wonder that his rendition of those events regarding his enforced 
departure from the field of play, led to a slow start to the normally lively Q and A 
session. Another large audience, once more bordering on a hundred, much 
appreciated his company.  
 

FAREWELL TO JAMES VINCE IN CHAMPIONSHIP CRICKET 
  

When members returned home after the last meeting, they were greeted with the 
news that James Vince would be relocating his home to Dubai, and that he would 
not be playing for Hampshire next season. It was later clarified that he would 
continue to play for, and captain, the County in next summer’s Vitality Blast. It was a 
lot of information to absorb and unpack.  
 
The decision to move to Dubai was prompted by two factors. The vandalism and 
attacks on his home last year were, it seems, never resolved in terms of identifying 
the perpetrators. His family never felt safe at home thereafter with the result that they 
lived in the Hilton Hotel overlooking the Utilita Bowl. Also, the rescheduling of the 
Pakistan Super League (PSL) in the first two months of the English season, 
prevented him from playing county cricket. The ECB had stipulated that to play in the 
PSL in the season, a player could not be contracted by his county for all formats. 
Strangely, that edict did not apply to those contracted to the Indian Premier League. 
Though never having attracted the attention of the IPL, Vince is now undeniably one 
of the world’s best players in the format. Given the time he spent in Australia in 
November, the Emirates before and after Christmas, and then Pakistan in the Spring 
and early Summer, the epicentre of his life had shifted away from the UK. Dubai was 
identified as being the best base for his various commitments. Because of his Dubai 
residence, for tax purposes, even to play in the Vitality Blast (including the final 
stages) and The Hundred was tight, and a possible 56 days of championship cricket 
became a non-starter. There were therefore a number of factors that led to his 
decision. He could well be in the vanguard for those men endeavouring to maximise 
their earnings towards the end of their careers. If they are good enough to do so. 
 
For those who choose not to watch the Vitality Blast or The Hundred will miss him. 
He will leave a large hole in their cricket watching lives. He has been an integral part 
of the Hampshire side since his debut as an 18 year old in 2009. His transition to 
County cricket was almost seamless. In that match, against Nottinghamshire, at the 
Uitilita Bowl, he top-scored with 75 in the second innings. He was rarely in any 
trouble. He had already laid down a marker that he was an exceptional talent. In the 
following season, he scored his first century: 180 against Yorkshire at Scarborough, 
during which he shared a then Hampshire record fourth wicket stand of 278 with 
Jimmy Adams (196). Apart from Gordon Greenidge, it is difficult to remember 
another young, homegrown, Hampshire batsman establishing his place so quickly. 
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His cover driving evoked memories of Barry Richards and Trevor Jesty. Though 
there were, inevitably, lapses in concentration and shot selection, by 2014 at the age 
of 23, he had scored more centuries – 14 – for Hampshire than any other batsman at 
the same age in the county’s history, even more than Phil Mead, Richards, 
Greenidge and Robin Smith.  
 
2014 turned out to be his best season, at least statistically. He was the country’s 
leading run scorer (1525). Only three batsmen had achieved that feat previously: Phil 
Mead (1911, 1913 and 1921), Barry Richards (1968) and Gordon Greenidge (1986). 
Despite a first innings duck, he was also the first man to reach 1000 runs, thus 
joining Mead (14 June 1923), Chris Smith (1983) and the unsung Tony Middleton 
(1992). Smith, Middleton and Vince all reached the landmark on 17 June. Also, he 
attained 1000 runs in his 16th innings. Only RM Poore (11 in his extraordinary 
season in 1899), Richards (15 in 1975) and Greenidge (15 in 1983) reached the 
landmark in fewer innings. Phil Mead also took 16 innings to achieve the feat in 
1928. When he scored 240 against Essex –the highest score of his career - at the 
then Ageas Bowl in June, he became Hampshire’s second youngest double 
centurion, behind the imperious Richards. He went on to pass 200 on another three 
occasions.  
 
The fact that he went on to score only another 15 centuries for the County in the next 
10 seasons was due to a number of factors. In the Covid summer of 2000, he never 
played at all, as he was shielding his family as his wife was expecting their second 
child. He was selected for England in seven tests in 2016 – his only regular run in 
the test side on English grounds – and in 2019, he was called up (with Liam 
Dawson) for the World Cup; neither was to play.  
 
Statistically, he has scored more centuries (29) for Hampshire than any other player 
in the 21st century. Only Jimmy Adams has scored more than his 12,408 runs 
overall, and 6,040 runs at the Utilita Bowl. (Adams’ figures are 13,298 and 6,533 
respectively).  
 
Capped in 2013, he spent much of his career captaining the Club. After testing the 
water in t20 cricket in 2015, he skippered the side in all competitions from 2016 until 
the end of last season (though Nick Gubbins captained the side for the entirety of the 
One-Day Cup upon the introduction of The Hundred, whereupon Vince captained the 
Southern Brave side). 
 
It is generally the case that bowlers win matches and in Kyle Abbott, Mohammad 
Abbas, Keith Barker and Liam Dawson at his disposal, he possessed a formidable 
hand in the Championship in the last four years. Hampshire never finished outside 
the top five of the Championship under his captaincy, the longest spell of sustained 
success they enjoyed in their history. However, his batting was a crucial part of their 
pre-eminence. His strokeplay, so easy on the eye, could change the course of an 
innings. A much sought-after third Championship title continued to elude them, 
however. James Vince was a hard, intense, man, giving and expecting no quarter in 
the captaincy stakes. He was tactically astute, with a good sense of detecting which 
way a match was moving. The nearest Hampshire came to achieving the 
Championship crown was in 2021. In the last match at Aigburth, Liverpool, victory 
would have given them the title. On the final afternoon, the hosts seemed to be 
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cruising to victory, requiring 42 runs to win with five wickets in hand. Vince, with a 
final throw of the dice, handed the ball to Mason Crane, who clearly didn’t always 
enjoy, with some justification, his confidence. It will always be a matter of conjecture 
of whether the leg spinner should have bowled earlier. Crane proceeded to bowl one 
of his memorable, unplayable magic spells as he claimed four wickets with the ball, 
as well as a run out. Lancashire squeezed home by one wicket.  
 
Vince played a total of 55 matches for England in all formats but in his own words 
“never managed to nail it”. In test cricket, he was moving serenely towards a century 
at Brisbane on the 2016/17 tour before being run out for 83. The dismissal was 
symptomatic of his England fortunes. Joe Root had come to the wicket a little earlier 
and proceeded to bat frenetically. Vince’s tempo was affected. It is fair to say that he 
never looked comfortable when playing for his country. Three facts, though, are 
instructive. In his last test, he scored 76 against New Zealand at Christchurch; in his 
final ODI, he made top score of 38 against Bangladesh as England slid to an 
ignominious defeat at Chittagong; his last t20 international innings was one of 55 at 
Bridgetown, Barbados, again when England lost a match they should have arguably 
won. Was he held responsible for those two defeats? The advent of Bazball put paid 
to any chance of a recall. His measured approach was never in accordance with the 
new style. It is only recently being realised, and attracted criticism, that Bazball only 
works on flat pitches.  
 
Leaving aside the events which affected he and his family, though they can never be 
separated from his final decision, perhaps there was an inevitability about his final 
days at the crease in red ball cricket. For the last few years, James Vince has 
become the archetypal “hired gun”, playing domestic, franchise, cricket in Pakistan, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Bangladesh and the UAE. Only the Caribbean 
and North America still await him. 
 
Hampshire supporters will, cherish memories, of his cricket in the years ahead. He 
probably doesn’t realise it, but he is “box office”. The editor knows a number of 
people who are only able to watch t20 cricket because of their work and family 
commitments. One shouldn’t get sniffy about watching the format. For them, Friday 
nights at the Utilita Bowl, or The Oval (they generally work in London) are special. It 
is the only top level cricket they can watch. And their favourite Hampshire player is 
James Vince, as he reminds them of the days of Mark Nicholas’ charismatic team of 
the 1980’s, the era in which they grew up watching the game. It’s also worth 
mentioning that Hampshire have been rather good at t20 for over a decade. 
 
It is not the runs that he scored, but the way that he made them for which he will be 
remembered. An hour of Vince at the crease was often the highlight of the day. His 
elegance, timing and placement often brought forward an audible purr from the 
crowd. His dismissal was often greeted deliriously by the opposition, such was their 
respect for his gifts, and a collective sigh from those outside the ring. He was a 
cricketer who appealed to the senses. Many have written since his announcement 
that he will not only be a loss to Hampshire but to the County Championship as a 
whole. Not too many would argue with that assessment.  
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