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MEETINGS
The Committee wish all members a healthy and peaceful New Year.

Wednesday 15 January 2025 — Meeting

Members may recall that this afternoon’s guest, James Taylor, was originally due to
attend our corresponding meeting last January, when he stepped in at very short
notice, but, much to his disappointment, had to postpone his visit because of illness.
He undertook to come again, as soon as it was mutually acceptable, and we are
therefore delighted to welcome him today. A full biography was included in the
Newsletter for that meeting (which members can view on the Society’s website -
www.HantsCricSoc.org.uk ) and therefore the following is a potted version.

JAMES WILLIAM ARTHUR TAYLOR was born in Nottingham on 6 January 1990.
He was a prodigy at Shrewsbury School (alma mater to Hampshire’s President, Nick
Pocock), played for England Under-19s, and made his debut in county cricket for
Leicestershire at the age of 18 in 2008. He then joined Nottinghamshire in 2012. A
quick-footed batsman, he established a reputation for record breaking, and scoring
double centuries. In his first full season in 2019, he became the second youngest
player ever to score a double century in county cricket when he struck a monumental
unbeaten 207 in seven hours against Surrey at The Oval. In all, he made six double
centuries in seven full seasons, the final one being his highest score of 291 against
Sussex at Horsham.

He made his first appearance in international cricket at the age of 21, in August
2011, when he was selected for an ODI against Ireland in Dublin. After a stuttering
start, he became a regular in England’s one-day side three years later. He went on
to play in 27 ODIs, scoring 887 runs at the more than creditable average of 42.23,
which included 101 against Australia in 2015. After seven appearances, he was just
beginning to hint at a regular presence in the test side when, as we are all aware, his
career was shockingly cut short at the age of 26, with the most serious, life-
threatening heart condition in 2016. He had played in 139 first-class matches,
scoring 9306 runs (avge. 46.06), 20 centuries and 47 fifties. He also held 91 catches.
He also made a further 5365 runs, including 15 centuries, in List A games.

As part of his recuperation, both physical and mental, from such a life-changing
incident, he has actively supported the work of the British Heart Foundation. He has
maintained his life in cricket, via an autobiography, James Taylor: Cut Short, media
punditry and commentary, test selection and coaching. He is currently Assistant
Coach at Leicestershire where his positive impact has already been demonstrated
by their win against the odds in the One Day Cup Final against Hampshire at Trent
Bridge in 2023.


http://www.hantscricsoc.org.uk/

Wednesday 11 December 2024 — Report

Simon Hughes provided members with a memorable address at our Annual
Christmas Lunch. He always wanted to be a county cricketer, especially with Lord’s
as his home ground and the walk to the playing area through the Long Room with its
history and paintings of all the greats. One crucial lesson he learned was that
success was not only determined by talent, but what goes on inside the head. One
batting achievement of which he was proud was to bat throughout the final session in
partnership with Jamie Sykes to deny Hampshire victory at Bournemouth in 1985.
The pair added 86 for the ninth wicket to earn the draw.

There were stories about Geoffrey Boycott, lan Botham, Viv Richards and Shane
Warne in the context of what it was like to be around with the greats of his era.
Warne drew disparate people into his orbit, as he was so inquisitive and invested so
much time in people. Richards was the best batsman he ever bowled to; his was a
much prized wicket when he dismissed him at Weston-super-Mare.

He then turned to the contemporary scene. As so many Counties were indebted, he
was in favour of The Hundred as cricket, in order to save the County game, needed
an additional source of income. He also felt it was important to get cricket into state
schools.

He finished by mentioning his ventures into podcasts. Details were circulated to
members shortly after the meeting. The Cricverse site is produced in conjunction
with Derek Pringle. It is thoroughly recommended. The last one was an informative
essay on cricket in Sri Lanka twenty years after the Boxing Day tsunami. It occurred
towards the end of the Civil War; he thought the political scene there was beginning
to stabilise. Two of the most important men in helping the rebuilding process were
Muttiah Muralitharan and Asanka Gurisinha.

Before Simon Hughes’ address, 94 members enjoyed an excellent traditional
Christmas meal prepared by the brilliantly cheerful and conscientious staff of
Romsey Golf Club. The fact that members were served with three courses without a
hitch in about 1.5 hours spoke volumes for their work. In all respects, it was a
thoroughly enjoyable occasion. The Golf Club have been informed of the Society’s
appreciation.

JAMES VINCE IN AUSTRALIAN t20 CRICKET

James Vince has been a fixture in the Australian KFC Twenty20 Big Bash for the
past nine seasons. He played for the Sydney Thunder in 2016/17 and 2017/18 and
has since played with considerable success for the Sydney Sixers. Despite reaching
the nineties on three occasions, he never scored a century until Boxing Day when he
made 101 not out off 58 balls (12 fours and four sixes) against the Melbourne Stars
at the SCG. The Sixers won the match by eight wickets. They lost the return, but not
before he had scored 53, his 71 half century in the t20 format, an astonishing
statistic.

At the time of writing, it has been announced that he will be one of three English
players, the others being David Willey and Chris Jordan, to appear in the Pakistan
Cricket League in a few weeks time.



AAQIB JAVED AND MOHAMMAD ABBAS

Since the Society’'s last meeting, there have been a number of noteworthy
developments in Pakistan regarding men with Hampshire connections. AAQIB
JAVED replaced the Australian Jason Gillespie as coach of the national team. This
seemed strange as Gillespie master-minded Pakistan’s victory over England in the
recently completed test series. But Pakistan cricket has always been unpredictable.
Nevertheless, Aagib has served a long apprenticeship on the national scene. He
played, of course, one season for Hampshire in 1991, as a replacement for Malcolm
Marshall, who was on West Indian tour duty. He was a member of the side that won
the Nat West Trophy at Lord’s. He was a reserved character in those days but,
thereafter, established a reputation as a firebrand. By the year 2000, he had tired of
the game, and retired at the age of 28. During his career, when he often played with
Imran Khan, Waqar Younis and Wasim Akram, he had learned all the arts of fast
bowling, especially reverse swing, which was then shrouded in intrigue (except to
Pakistanis) and regarded with considerable suspicion. The foundation of Regional
Academies in Pakistan, however, piqued his interest and, aided by his innate
intelligence, knowledge and analytical mind, he quickly gained a reputation as a
respected bowling coach. He served in that capacity for his country’s various youth
teams with substantial success, and subsequently broadened his experience in
Afghanistan and Sri Lanka.

His CV is a fascinating one. There is virtually a whole chapter devoted to him in the
book Pundits from Pakistan: on tour with India 2003/04 by that very fine writer Rahul
Bhattacharya.

Aaqib’s first assignment was Pakistan’s test series in South Africa, which started on
Boxing Day. Whilst James Vince was entertaining the crowd at the SCG, Aaqib
recalled MOHAMMAD ABBAS to the test side after an absence of more than three
years. He had enjoyed a good season in Pakistan’s domestic season. In their Quaid-
i-Azam competition, he had taken 31 wickets in five matches at a miserly average of
14.38. In an exciting first test at Centurion Park, on what was described as a “lively
pitch”, South Africa eased home by two wickets. He took one for 79 in the first
innings, and then a test career best six for 54 in 19.3 overs as South Africa eased
home by two wickets. He bowled unchanged throughout that innings, though on
separate days. He bowled 15.3 overs in the second innings. In the second test and
final test, he was Pakistan’s best bowler with figures of three for 94 in 27.3 overs as
South Africa racked up 615; the latter won the match by ten wickets. The victory
ensured that South Africa would compete against Australia in the World Test
Championship at Lord’s in June.

HAMPSHIRE IN GUYANA

Hampshire’s matches in Guyana in the pretentiously named Global Super League
were disappointing. After defeating Rangpur Riders (Bangladesh) in their opening
match in a Super Over, they then lost to Lahore Qalanders by 4 runs, Guyana
Amazon Warriors by four wickets, and Victoria by 75 runs, in their remaining three
fixtures. To demonstrate that t20 cricket can be a lottery, the final was won by
Rangpur Riders, who beat Victoria by 56 runs.



In the absence of James Vince, Hampshire drafted Pakistan captain Shan Masood
and Danny Briggs into their squad, as well as handing a debut to fast-medium
bowler, Sonny Baker, whom they had signed from Somerset last season.
Hampshire’s best batsman by far was Masood, who scored 56 against the Riders
and 79 versus the Warriors. Hampshire’s next highest innings across the four
matches was played by Tom Prest (30 v Qalanders). Bowling performances, the
scorecards for all matches can be found on the Cricket Archive website.

HAMPSHIRE IN OTHER OVERSEAS t20 TOURNAMENTS

The tournament was Hampshire’s third in t20 cricket overseas. Their fortunes have
been mixed. In January 2011, they were invited to take part in the Caribbean
regional competition. They lost to Canada (by 23 runs), before defeating Barbados in
the Super Over, and the Leeward Islands by 46 runs. These three matches were
played at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in Antigua. They then moved on to the
Kensingston Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados for their other matches. The first, against
Trinidad and Tobago, was abandoned due to rain after just 9.5 overs. Their final
match in the group stage was against the Windward Islands which they won by four
runs, and gained them entry for the final. They again played Trinidad and Tobago,
but lost by 36 runs. Nevertheless, it was a fine performance by the team, seven of
whom were aged 22 or under. That team laid the foundations for their marvellous
success in domestic t20 cricket in the next decade. Hampshire’s most successful
player in the West Indies was the South African Johan Myburgh who struck 77 off 57
balls against the Leewards and an explosive 88 off 58 balls versus the Windwards.
He hit six sixes in both of those innings.

Having won the domestic Twenty 20 competition in 2012, Hampshire were rewarded
with a place in the Champions League in South Africa in October 2012. However,
with little time for preparation after the end of the county season, and denuded of
Simon Katich and Neil McKenzie, who were playing for opposing teams in the
competition, as well as Danny Briggs with the England squad, they did not progress
beyond the qualifying round. Though they are able to call upon Shahid Afridi and
Glenn Maxwell, they were defeated by Auckland Aces at Centurian Park and Sialkot
Stallions in Johannesburg. Their experience in South Africa and Guyana illustrates
the problems of playing tournaments in our winter, when our best players may not be
available. Will franchise contracts close the loophole in the future? It seems
inevitable that non-English players will need to be drafted.
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