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Wednesday 13 December 2024 — Meeting

The Society is delighted to welcome Simon Hughes to our Annual Lunch. Since he
retired from the game in 1993, he has become possibly even more well known in
many other fields connected with the game: journalist for The Independent, The
Daily Telegraph, and The Times, television punditry, which incorporated his famed
role as The Analyst, examining various aspects of players’ techniques whilst test
matches were in progress, editor of The Cricketer for seven years, and author of ten
books — including the award winning A Lot of Hard Yakka and Yakking Around The
World, both of which humorously and occasionally outrageously, described his and
others’ experiences during and between seasons. In recent years, he has become a
notable blogger with his incisive views on the contemporary game; in this field he
has reinforced his great imagination and enthusiasm. Members of all Cricket
Societies were forever in his debt during the Covid period, when with Simon Mann,
he interviewed some of the foremost players, men and women, in the modern game.
Few men have enjoyed such a varied career in cricket over such an extended time
frame, nor worked so hard.

SIMON PETER HUGHES was born in Kingston-upon-Thames on 20 December
1959. He attended Latymer Upper School, London and Durham University before
making his Middlesex debut in 1980. He played in five matches towards the end of
that season, taking 18 wickets as Middlesex won the County Championship. Also on
Middlesex staff when he joined, were Raj Maru and our Patron, Kevan James. Under
the captaincy of Mike Brearley, and more particularly, Mike Gatting, he was a serial
winner in a squad which carried off four County Championship titles (1980, 1982,
1985 and 1990), three Lord’s finals (Benson and Hedges Cup in 1984 and 1986, and
the Nat West Bank Trophy (NWT) in 1988, as well as the short-lived Refuge
Assurance Cup at Edgbaston in 1990. The only one-day final that Middlesex lost in
that period was in the NWT in 1989. He was a well known “death bowler” in those
one-day competitions. His considerable imaginative powers served him well in that
role. In the Championship, there was always keen competition for places among the
pace bowlers. The staff was full of internationals: Vintcent van der Bijl (in 1980),
Wayne Daniel, Norman Cowans, Neil Williams, Mike Selvey and Angus Fraser. That
Simon Hughes was able to enjoy such a long period was testament to his ability; he
was a very fine team player. His benefit, in his final year on the staff in 1991, was
thoroughly deserved. He ended his career with Durham for two years (1992-93)
upon their entry to the Championship.

In 205 first-class matches, he took 466 wickets (avge. 32.48), with a career best
seven for 35 against Surrey in 1986. He claimed a further 272 wickets in List A
matches.



Wednesday 13 November 2004 — Report

Matthew Maynard’s address was full of nostalgia and insight based on his life
experiences. He began by recalling matches against Hampshire. How easily the
nicknames of Dougal (Nigel Cowley) and Kippy (Chris Smith) tripped off his tongue.
When he made his career best score of 243 (see previous Newsletter), he was
challenged to beat Emrys Davies then record score of 287 not out for Glamorgan
(since bettered five times) but he fell to a brilliant catch by David Gower. He then
recalled an enthralling duel between Viv Richards and Malcolm Marshall at the
County Ground in 1990. Glamorgan were chasing a record 364 to win a match, but
when they fell to 139 for five it looked as if Hampshire were certain winners.
However, Richards then took over. He dominated a sixth wicket partnership off 166
in 36 overs with Nigel Cowley (58). With three overs to go, Glamorgan still required
28 off three overs, and 12 off the last over. With nine fielders on the boundary, he hit
Marshall for a six and two fours to take his side to a four wicket victory. He had
struck 164 not out off 155 balls. Later on in the season, Hampshire defeated
Glamorgan by eight wickets in a day and a half at Pontypridd. Richards was absent.
The proceedings were dominated by Marshall who scored 51, and took eleven
wickets in the match. (The Hampshire Handbook referred to his blistering pace). At
the end of the game, as the players left the field, the public address announcer
suggested that if any Glamorgan supporters wanted a refund, they should contact
Malcolm Marshalll Our speaker also mentioned his second match for Glamorgan 2™
Xl was against Hampshire Seconds in 1984. (Editor's Note: After a first innings duck,
he scored 119. Robin Smith made 128 in Hampshire’s first innings).

He then described his early days in North Wales and his stay with Kent, where he
did reasonably well, but he gradually slipped down the batting order in a side
containing several future first team players. It was at this stage that Alan Jones
suggested he joined Glamorgan. On his first team debut, the first bowler he faced
was none other than Geoffrey Boycott. He held his first captain, Rodney Ontong, in
high regard. He taught him to walk when given out by the umpire. John Emburey
taught him how to play spin. He commented that he never felt welcome when with
England. In Glamorgan’s championship season on 1997, the signing of Waqar
Younis was crucial. He felt that the problems in the modern game were not that too
much cricket played; the issue was the scheduling. He was disappointed that when
coaching Somerset, they were deprived of the Championship by Middlesex and
Yorkshire in a contrived finish at Lord’s. However, he understood why it occurred;
both sides were in with a chance of winning the title. On high performance, the most
important factors were respect, common sense, and creating an environment such
that things were put in the right place. He was excited for Hampshire by the Indian
development. He finished describing his charity walks and other work for the
Foundation in memory of his son, Tom. In terms of mental health, he felt it was
important to distinguish between genuine mental health, and not feeling good.

OBITUARY
ALAN CASTELL
Alan Castell, whom Jimmy Gray once described as having the greatest potential of

any young cricketer he had ever seen, died on 18 November 2024. He was a leg-
spin bowler, a useful right-handed batsman, and a brilliant fielder. He was a
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landmark cricketer in many ways. As a bowler, he was one of only three notable leg-
spinners, at the time, in Hampshire’s history, following HC McDonnell in the
Edwardian era, and Gosport-born Tom Dean who played for the County either side
of the Second World War. Castell, was followed, of course, by Shane Warne and
Mason Crane; the latter's career went on to bear some uncanny resemblances to
Castell’'s own. McDonnell’s career rarely warrants a mention, but he holds the
distinction of being Hampshire’s most penetrative bowler, ever. A schoolmaster,
whose career was largely confined to the holiday period, took 263 wickets at a strike
rate of 36.72 in a career from 1908 to 1921.

The editor was informed about Alan Castell before he joined the Hampshire staff. My
great aunt lived in Oxford, and her husband, a Yorkshireman, who as can be
imagined, was rather keen on cricket, told me about this young man who lived
opposite, and who used to spend hours bowling leg spin against a wall. | therefore
developed an affinity with “Cass”. | saw his first match against Oxford University at
Portsmouth in 1961, at the age of 17, and last, when Surrey won the County
Championship at The County Ground in 1971.

ALAN TERRY CASTELL was born in Oxford on 6 August 1943. He was the last in a
long line of men from the University city to play for, and give stout-hearted service to,
Hampshire in the 20" century. The others were Alec Bowell, George Brown, SW
Rogers, John Arnold, “Lofty” Herman, Sr, and Neville Rogers.

After his debut, he played in three matches the following year (1962) before
attracting the headlines with some eye-catching feats in 1963. He returned match
figures of 10 for 102 in 54 overs against Somerset at Bournemouth, a performance
which prompted Bill Alley to remark that he was a better leg-spin bowler than Richie
Benaud at the same age. He then took 5 for 90 against Gloucestershire at Bristol a
week later.

He had already given notice of his batting prowess at the end of the preceding
season. On his Championship debut at Dean Park he frustrated the Yorkshire
bowlers, including Fred Trueman with the new ball, to earn Hampshire an exciting
and creditable draw. There is a marvellous chapter, describing the match, as told by
Castell in an interview with Stephen Chalke in the latter's Caught In The Memory.
With Danny Livingstone, he then added a record ninth wicket partnership of 230,
which still stands, against Surrey at The County Ground. The West Indian
strokemaker made 200; Castell 76, which remained his career-best score.

He had also fielded brilliantly. He seemed to have the world at his feet. And then it all
went horribly wrong. A week after his Bristol effort, Middlesex piled on 409 for 8
declared at Portsmouth. Yet he was entrusted with only six overs which cost just 14
runs. He was then left out of the following match but returned to perform reasonably
against a strong Surrey side in the next game. He then travelled with the County to
Wellingborough. Roy Marshall had now taken over from the charismatic Colin
Ingleby-Mackenzie, who had struggled with hepatitis all summer, and informed the
leg-spinner that he had no place in his plans. The hard-headed Marshall, whose
captaincy was the antithesis of his exhilarating batting, simply felt leg-spinners
generally were too risky and potentially expensive. Mason Crane was to suffer a
similar fate almost fifty years later, although, somewhat ironically, he was
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compensated by t20 cricket. Batsmen were unable to wait for the bad ball to score
their runs but had to score quickly from the outset, thereby giving spinners more
wicket-taking opportunities. Alan Castell returned home on the train on the first
morning. He played only once more that season.

Though he was selected for a Cavaliers side in the West Indies that winter, his
confidence had been dealt a shattering blow. He took only one wicket in 1964, did
not play at all in 1965 and, when he returned to the side in 1966, it was mainly as a
seamer. His return was quite a successful one, taking 36 wickets at 22.55, including
six for 69 against Worcestershire at Portsmouth and then six for 49 against
Derbyshire at Southampton. The latter performance went fairly unnoticed as most
people were concentrating on the result of the World Cup Final. His best year was in
1969, when he claimed 50 wickets, including a career best six for 22 against
Somerset at Bath. He took nine wickets in the match. It was the supreme irony in
that he bowled both spin and seam in that game. He left the scene quietly in 1971,
partly due to a back injury, aged only 28. Given the hopes and expectations he
raised in his early days, many regarded it as a tragedy, and viewed his departure
with great sorrow. He played 112 first-class matches for the County, yet was not
awarded his county cap. No player has appeared in so many matches for Hampshire
without being capped. He took 229 wickets (avge. 30.92) in first-class cricket, taking
five wickets in an innings on eight occasions and ten wickets in a match once. His
economy rate was a very creditable 2.86. Given his part in that ninth wicket record
partnership, he surely deserved better.

For most of his career, and the decade beyond, there was only Robin Hobbs, of
Essex and then briefly, Glamorgan, to continue to fly the flag for leg spin, and
maintain the romance of the art. In those days, of course, Essex maintained a staff of
only 12, and so there was ample opportunity for Hobbs to develop his game in a
positive environment. After once being hit on the hand in the wake of a flashing drive
by Hampshire’s David Turner, he played in the next match, but did not bowl; he
fielded at third man in both innings. Hobbs was another interviewee by Stephen
Chalke in his book referred to above.

Alan Castell then worked for Gordon’s Gin until he retired. He often averred that
Ingleby-Mackenzie arranged his employment there, but the latter always denied it.

Despite all the setbacks, leg spin always mattered deeply to Alan Castell. When he
was a guest, with “Butch” White and Keith Wheatley, at the Society’s Christmas
Lunch in December 2003, he lamented the death of his art but was thrilled that
Mushtaqg Ahmed’s bowling had contributed so significantly to Sussex’s maiden
Championship title in the preceding summer. It was during that meeting, that he
revealed his irrepressible character to the uninitiated. He was a born after-dinner
speaker. He was a “one-off’, one of the most humorous men ever to address the
Society. Those who were there were still talking about him years afterwards, which
has added to the poignancy of his passing.
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